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Human Trafficking and Modern 

Technology: What We Can Do About It 
From: VIRTUS January Bulletin, property of National Catholic 

Services, LLC  

The main weapon for traffickers has become the cell 

phone, providing "new and evolving means by which 

offenders sexually abuse children as apps are being used to 

target, recruit, and coerce children to engage in sexual 

activity." It is very difficult to trace the online footprint 

of traffickers due to sophisticated and evolving software 

used by offenders, which can also delay or hinder 

investigations. 

There is hope, however, and the key is education. Here are 

some suggestions to make all children safer: First, know 

that kids participate in risky behavior like sharing 

personal information, talking to strangers online, adding 

strangers to instant messengers, and sending personal 

information to strangers. They also may be participating 

in lesser-known risks like keeping their social media sites 

public. Make sure children turn off the geo-tracking on 

the cell phone, or set it to private, because anyone can 

track them otherwise.  

 15 Apps Parents Should Know About 

(cont’d from front page)  

It is no secret that many children who attend St. Vivian 

have active pages/accounts on different apps and social 

media, as evidenced by conversations in the classroom, 

on the playground and paraphernalia worn on masks and 

sweatshirts. An increasing group to tap into these online 

platforms are our students age 10 and under.  

We take our role seriously when it comes to the spiritual 

formation of your children, but also to create a safe, 

loving environment in which the needs of each child are 

met. We understand the importance of offering our 

students growth opportunities and healthy risk-taking 

that encourages confidence and individuality (giving a 

speech, singing in front of their classmates, trying out a 

new sport, experimenting in a new art media, etc.) We 

also understand through our promise to provide the 

above to each family, we will highlight any potential 

unhealthy and harmful risk we see entering in.  

Therefore, please take a moment to visit the link on the 

front page under “15 Apps Parents Should Know About” 

as well as reading the following excerpt on this page from 

the latest VIRTUS bulletin. 

“We must consistently 

communicate with children. 

Simply taking the cell phone 

away for concerning or poor 

behavior won't work and can 

make them more inclined to be 

secretive with online behavior.” 

 Work with children so that they don't create ever-

increasing online footprints sharing a lot of personal 

information that traffickers will target. Avoid buying 

MMORPGs that invite players from all over the world 

to interact, where traffickers also pretend to be kids (or 

disable that feature). We must realize that with the 

online anonymity and easy traceability, our kids are at 

risk and are at a great disadvantage due to the 

enormous power imbalance between the sophisticated, 

highly manipulative trafficker and the innocent child. 

We must consistently communicate with children. 

Simply taking the cell phone away for concerning or 

poor behavior won't work and can make them more 

inclined to be secretive with online behavior. Instead, 

partner with them to guard their privacy. Let the 

children in your care know that they should come to 

you if anyone makes them feel uncomfortable online so 

that you can help them.  
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Here are some DO(s) of online safety: 

DO turn off GPS tracking in your phone and disable it in 

apps that don't need it. 

DO tell the children in your care to talk to you or another 

safe adult about people they meet online. 

DO check the apps on your child's phone, and work 

together to use the strongest security and privacy settings. 

DO monitor the use of technology on all electronic devices 

for the children in your care—know what apps are 

downloaded, how they are being used, and who they are 

communicating with online. 

DO manually set all social media and cell phone apps to 

private, as they default always to public.16 

DO report any suspicions of sexual exploitation to the 

Cybertipline at: https://report.cybertip.org 

DO research about different apps targeted for teens. 

DO have frequent conversations with the children in your 

care about online safety and what they can do to keep 

themselves safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some DON'T(s) of online safety: 

DON'T give out personal information to people you only 

know online. 

DON'T agree to meet people in person who you have met 

online. 

DON'T use the same username on more than one website. 

DON'T make your email address public and searchable on 

social media. 

DON'T check in on social media unless your account is 

100% private.

 

January 11-15 Lunch Menu 

 

 

https://report.cybertip.org/
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 PTA 

Recess Volunteers Still Needed!  

There are 3 recesses, but there is a half hour gap in between 

the first recess and the second and third recesses: 10:20-10:45 

and then 11:15-12. The sign up is now changed for two 

people to sign up, or one could sign up for both slots.  We ask 

that you comment when signing up to let us know what time 

frame you will be signing up for. This helps the teachers to 

be able to enjoy their lunch time. Volunteers must be 

VIRTUS trained!!!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A8AF2CA1FF2-

march  
BOOSTERS 

Baseball Sign-Up’s OPEN! 

Boys baseball registration is now open for the 2021 

season!  Teams will form based on age as of May 1, 2021 

and number of registrants.  Refunds provided for players not 

placed on a team due to low numbers. Visit 

www.stbartsathletics.org to log in/create an account and 

register. Registration closes 1/09/21! 

  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

JANUARY SERVICE COLLECTION:  

OUR DAILY BREAD BAG LUNCH PROGRAM 

Students who contribute 50 cents or more may be out of 

uniform (please follow handbook guidelines) on: 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13TH 

 

 

 

 

We are collecting money to purchase food and other supplies 

so that our 4th graders can assemble sandwiches for the bag 

lunch program at Our Daily Bread soup kitchen.  

Our goal is to produce at least 200 lunches!  

THANK YOU for your support! 

 

 

Next Booster Meeting: 1/12/21 

 

 

 

Next PTA Meeting: 1/21/21 

 

 

 

Re-Enrollment: 1/15/21 

 

 

 

Open House: 1/31/21 2pm – 4pm 

 

 

 

http://www.stbartsathletics.org/
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Need Tuition Assistance? 

Apply now for the 2021-2022 school year 

Catholic Education Foundation tuition 

assistance program.  

To apply you will need your 2019 tax 

information and complete the FACTS 

application.  

The FREE application can be found here:  

https://online.factsmgt.com/SignIn.aspx.  

Deadline for application is 2/8/2021.  

¿Necesita ayuda con la 

matrícula?  

Solicite ahora el programa de asistencia de 

matrícula de la Fundación para la Educación 

Católica del año escolar 2021-2022.  

Para aplicar, necesitará su información fiscal 

de 2019 y completar la solicitud FACTS.  

La aplicación se puede encontrar aquí:  

https://online.factsmgt.com/SignIn.aspx.  

La fecha límite para la solicitud es el 

2/8/2021.  

https://online.factsmgt.com/SignIn.aspx?fbclid=IwAR1fc-TwPhXrf8-xJpWym4kP-Lkea916vpZFp9PmXfwuzdjxosLPx-vIV1w

